
HOW TO SURVIVE 
YOUR FIRST YEAR IN HHS BAND 

 

MARCHING BAND 
This is my first day of rehearsal/mini-camp. Where do I go? You meet in the HHS band 
room (Door 4) 15-30 minutes before call time and you will be directed from there. You will see 
instructions written on the board as to where your group (brass, woodwinds, percussion, 
drumline) should meet (east gym, central gym, fieldhouse, practice field, stadium). The first day, 
someone will show you around. After that, you are expected to know where to go or ask. 
 
What is “Call Time”? Call Time is the time you are supposed to be at the designated location 
given in the schedule.This means you should arrive 15-30 minutes before the start of rehearsal 
to get your instrument out and be where you are supposed to be at the call time. If you are 
going to be late or miss rehearsal for any reason, it needs to be cleared by Mr. Krivosik. It’s 
always a good idea to also communicate this to your section leaders. 
 
What do I bring to rehearsal? Bring your instrument, music binder, dot book, bug spray, 
sunscreen, water jugs (NO CAMELBACKS), comfortable clothes to move in and athletic shoes.  
 
What will we do at mini-camps? In addition to working on music and breathing techniques, 
you will work on marching fundamentals, dance/choreography, and learning drill. 
 
I don’t know anyone in my section. Who do I talk to if I have questions? Get to know your 
section leaders. Get their cell phone numbers. If you are unsure of the music or the drill, they 
can help. If you are going to be late and don’t know where to go, they will know. Don’t be afraid 
to ask questions, it’s better to ask and get answers rather than not know what’s going on. 
 
What does the marching band uniform consist of? For winds and percussion: Each 
student will be fit for a school issued marching band uniform. This will take place at some point 
during the 2-week summer band camp. You will be issued pants and a jacket and a shako hat 
with wrap. You are required to purchase gloves, marching shoes (first year only) and dri-fit shirt 
(first year only). These are purchased on the web store with fees. The dri-fit shirt is worn under 
the uniform to protect the uniform from sweat and odors. You are also required to purchase, on 
your own, black shorts (preferably athletic shorts or leggings for under your uniform), black calf 
length socks. These socks should have no logos or other colors. For color guard: you will be 
measured or be asked to provide measurements. Costumes will be ordered to fit each 
individual. Alterations are usually necessary. Parent volunteers are asked to help with this task. 
In addition, you are required to purchase shoes, gloves, tights and a dri-fit shirt (first year only). 
These items are all purchased on web store with fees. 
 
Do I take home my uniform to clean each week? Uniforms DO NOT go home. They are hung 
and stored in garment bags in the uniform room. They are not laundered until the end of the  
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season. The only parts you can take home to wash are your socks, tights, gloves and dri-fit 
shirts. Just don’t forget to bring back. 
 
What do I need to know about Band Camp? 
 
Meals: Band camp are long days of physical exertion. New this year, all campers are at camp 
9am to 8pm. There is a one-hour break for lunch and dinner. Students should bring a sack lunch 
or light snack. Some sections plan group meals. Band Boosters offers meal options for the 
dinner break each day. They will receive order forms at one of the mini-camps before band 
camp starts. Students can purchase for one or all days. We try to provide a vegetarian and 
gluten-free option each day when possible. This is completely optional. Students can pack their 
own meal. 
 
Be sure to pack enough food/snacks/water to get you through the long day. 
 
Hydration: Be sure to pack a lot of water. We recommend a gallon sized thermos type 
beverage cooler. Larger coolers are available to refill throughout the day. The days are long and 
can be very hot and it’s important to stay hydrated. NO CAMELBACKS. 
 
Theme days: During the second week of band camp, there is a different theme for the day. The 
themes are announced to the campers during the first week of camp. Dressing for the theme is 
fun but also optional. 
 
Section Shirts: Each section designs a shirt for their section. Each section is a different color. 
This is organized by the section leaders. They collect money from each student (price varies per 
section) and order shirts that are worn on a specific day during theme week (usually the last 
day). 
 
Portraits: We have parent volunteers that take professional studio-style portraits of each 
individual student, as well as section and full group pictures. Your participation is mandatory but 
purchase of pictures is optional. This usually takes place during band camp. Parents and 
students will be notified. 
 
Parent Preview: On the last day of band camp, students will perform the show for parents in 
the stadium. This usually takes place during the last half hour of camp. All marchers and color 
guard are expected to wear their dri-fit uniform shirt and khaki shorts.  
 
Parent Volunteers: We ask for many volunteers throughout band camp. Options such as: fitting 
uniforms, ironing uniforms, shining shoes, organizing meals, setting up and serving meals and 
snacks, building props, sewing color guard uniforms or flags, etc. 
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What else do I need to know about Band Camp? 
Students learn something new everyday during camp. It’s very hard to catch up if you miss a 
day. If it’s unavoidable, you must be willing to do the work to catch up, either work with section 
leader before or after rehearsals, during breaks, or over the weekend. 
 
BRING YOUR DOT BOOK! This is required at EVERY rehearsal. 
 
BRING SUNSCREEN. These are long days in the sun and we have seen some bad sunburns 
on those that are unprepared. Hats, visors, sunglasses are all acceptable to wear during camp. 
 
What do I need to know about Football Game Nights? 
 
Schedule: There is always a rehearsal before game time. Many students stay at school and 
hang out until rehearsal. They get a meal break then get dressed for lineup. Watch for a game 
night email from the band director with time and expectations. Students are required to stay for 
the entire game. They perform pre-game, half time and sidelines during the game. They usually 
get third quarter free but must be on the sidelines during first, second & fourth quarter. Nights 
can get cold. They can dress with layers under their uniform if it doesn’t interfere with their 
movement. They can wear warm hats and gloves on the sidelines. 
 
Game Night Meals: Boosters offer meal options for those that want to take advantage of 
ordering a meal. This is optional. Students can get food from the concession stand or bring 
something from home. Typically, the first two games are offered for optional purchase. 
Homecoming and Senior Night are usually a potluck for all students to eat for free and parents 
are asked to sign up to donate to the meal. Signups are sent out 7-10 days in advance of the 
game. Students are NOT ALLOWED to EAT or DRINK anything other than water while in 
uniform. 
 
Other: Parents, the stands get very crowded for football games. It’s recommended to arrive 
early to get a parking spot and a seat for the game. Athletic Boosters do offer season tickets in 
the reserved seating section available at Material Pick up in August. You can contact them for 
more information. 
 
What do I need to know about marching band competitions? A schedule for the competition 
day will be sent out by Mr. Krivosik about a week before the event. The schedule will include 
rehearsal time, performance time, load/unload times, etc. Competition days are full days 
(example, 9am - 9pm), students should expect to be gone all day. The day starts with rehearsal 
(1-2 hours or more) at the high school, followed by a short break before loading instruments, 
uniforms and equipment onto buses, trailers and trucks. Once arriving to competition venue, 
students vacate the buses, unload instruments, uniforms and equipment. After a short break, 
they are expected to be in uniform and ready to head to music rehearsal space before heading  
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to the field for competition. After performance, students remove uniforms and pack up 
instruments and equipment. After getting uniform checked with their bus chaperone, they can go 
to stadium and watch the rest of the competition until awards. Sometimes they are allowed to sit 
on parent’s side of stadium and other times they are expected to sit on student side. If they want 
to sit on parent side, they may be required to pay to sit on that side of the stadium. Occasionally 
a competition will have a Finals performance which will require the students to repeat the above 
for a second performance. Following awards, students load buses and head back to school. 
Once back at school, they unload everything and put uniforms and equipment back before 
heading home. 
 
Is my student allowed to ride with parents to and from competition? Students are expected 
to ride the bus to the competition. Students are allowed to ride home from competition with 
parents. The parent must acknowledge in advance that the student is not riding home on bus. 
There is a form that is sent out for each competition to notify us in advance that parents fill out. 
Students must be signed out with the bus chaperone following performance. A parent can only 
sign out their own student unless we have written permission for another parent to take home 
their student. If not riding bus home, student must make arrangements for a fellow bandmate to 
be responsible for bring back uniform, shoes and shako. Although it may be more convenient to 
take your student home with you, consider letting the student ride home on the bus. There is 
much bonding time on the bus home after competition, and it is unfair to constantly make 
another student responsible for all their uniform parts (garment bag, shoe box, shako box on top 
of their own). Ultimately your uniform is your responsibility. If it’s lost, that is on you to replace. 
Plus, it generally takes multiply trips back and forth to the building to unload the bus and trailers 
and everyone is just ready to go home at that point. Sometimes it’s unavoidable, but if possible, 
the student should ride the bus with the team. 
 
What should they bring on competition days? In addition to all the parts of their uniforms, 
they should bring a packed meal to eat before heading to competition and a packed meal or 
money for the concession stand for after performance. Depending on how long the day is, they 
may want snacks for the bus. Always have plenty of water. Sometimes, based on performance 
times, there may not be enough time to eat at concessions before awards and departure for 
home. On these occasions, Boosters may offer a meal package for this game to be served after 
performance to accommodate the minimal time. Other times, we may ask for water or snack 
donations to distribute on the buses. 
 
How can parents get involved with competitions? There are many ways to get involved. We 
put a signup out for volunteers about 7-10 days before each competition. There are options for 
loading and unloading trailers and trucks with all the equipment, instruments and props at the 
school and at venue. There are options for taking the props down to the field and then back for 
reloading. You can be a bus chaperone, uniform helper, field crew or driving a truck. It takes a  
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big team of about 50+ volunteer slots (some parents fill multiple roles each event). The signup 
has a description of each job and times to report for each job title. We highly encourage  
 
volunteering at competition. You get to see behind the scenes what goes on at competition. You 
get to know other parents. We usually do a parent potluck after setup before heading to the 
field. We have a lot of fun. Siblings are not allowed to ride the bus, but they are welcome to 
help with field crew, provided they can carry out the task. Just be sure to include them when 
signing up. Sometimes we are only allowed to bring a limited number of people onto the field. 
So, we are only looking for exactly the number we are asking for on the signup. 
 
What else do I need to know about competition? 
You want to arrive at the venue at least 30 minutes before scheduled performance time. They 
almost always run on time and they only perform once (unless there is a finals round) They do 
not allow spectators to enter the stands while a team is performing. You are asked to wait to 
enter between performances. If you cut it too close, you may be watching from the fence. There 
is usually an entrance fee for spectators. It varies per venue and is noted on the 
itinerary/schedule you will get from Mr. Krivosik for each competition. Sometimes volunteers get 
in free. It depends on the venue. The expectation should be that you will need to pay to be a 
spectator.  
 

CURRICULAR BAND 
 
How many band classes are there? There are two auditioned bands: Symphonic Band & 
Wind Ensemble. Students that do not make one of these bands or do not audition, are 
automatically placed in concert band. There is also a separate class for Percussion. 
 
What is the appropriate concert attire? 
Students in Wind ensemble are issued a formal tuxedo or dress with garment bag. You will 
receive a uniform contract the first week of school which will include a form to fill in 
measurements. There is a cleaning fee that must be paid prior to issuing the uniform. Students 
will be fit to the best of our ability and available inventory. They will take home the uniforms and 
are required to return immediately following the last concert. They should bring a change of 
clothes. All other bands will wear full black attire: black dress pants, black shirt, black dress and 
black shoes and must meet school standards. 
 
What should I expect throughout the year? Each class will be required to have after school 
rehearsals once a week as scheduled by Mr. Krivosik in order to practice with percussion and 
be prepared for concert. Wind Ensemble will perform at various festivals such as ISU and other 
venues that usually take place during the school day. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

 
What other extra-curricular bands can I get involved with? Pit Orchestra, Pep Band, and 
Jazz Band. Pit Orchestra performs for the highs school musicals and is by audition only. There 
are after school rehearsals, as well as evening and weekend performances. Pep Band is open 
to all students and perform for a selection of games (boys and girls basketball) scheduled by Mr. 
Krivosik. Jazz Band is open to all students that play a jazz style instrument. This requires after 
school rehearsals. There are occasions where jazz band will perform at various venues and 
festivals. Sometimes this takes place during the school day and other times after school or on 
the weekend. 
 
What do I need to know about private lessons? We are very fortunate to have professional 
musicians come to the school and offer private lessons. Private lessons are what helps benefit 
YOUR individual student. They are STRONGLY ENCOURAGED. It is very challenging to meet 
every students individual needs on their instruments. Private lessons offers that help. Pricing 
varies between each instructor, so you will have to discuss with them. Mr. Krivosik has all the 
contact information about private lessons should your student want to sign-up for lessons. 
 
Who do I contact if I have questions or problems that need to be solved? 
If students have questions, they are encouraged to ask the Mr. Krivoisk or section leaders. 
Same thing if they are struggling with fellow band students or staff, etc. They need to learn to 
advocate for themselves. If they take these steps, but still feel their questions or concerns are 
not being addressed, bring to the attention of Band Boosters to help direct you further. Parents 
can usually find the answers to their questions on our website – www.hhsbandboosters.net. 
There you will find schedules, calendars, contact information, event information and links to just 
about everything you need to know. If it’s not there, contact the Band Boosters President at 
huntleyhsbandboosters@gmail.com. 
 
Who are Band Boosters and how do I get involved? Band Boosters is a parent volunteer 
non-profit 501(c)3 corporation dedicated to supporting the Huntley High School band program. 
Band is an expensive activity; therefore, we conduct fundraisers to financially support the needs 
of the program. If we didn’t fundraise, the cost per student to be in this program would go up. In 
addition to fundraising, we provide volunteer support for marching band section, as well as at 
special events throughout the year. All parents with students in band are considered inactive 
members of Band Boosters. To be an active member and be involved in discussions, decisions, 
etc, you are required to attend monthly board meetings. There are many ways to get involved, 
either at the executive board level or by leading/participating in one of many committees (see 
the committee sheet options and descriptions.) We strongly encourage parents to get involved 
with Band Boosters in some way if you have the time. It’s a great opportunity to know what’s 
going on in the program at all times, you get to know other parents as well as the kids your 
student will be spending a great deal of time with. You can help make a difference! 
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